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Trolley  Buses  on  Washington  Street! 


What  will  the  new  service  be  like? 

It  operates  like  a  bus,  but  could  enter  the  subway 

The  MBTA,  with  community  involvement,  has  Trolley  buses  will  provide  excellent  service  to  the 

studied  many  alternatives  for  transit  service  on  Wash-     Washington  Street  corridor  in  many  ways: 


ington  Street  and  has  chosen  to  replace  the  elevated 
Orange  Line  with  new,  high-capacity  trolley  buses  so 
the  transit-dependent  population  in  the  Washington 
Street  corridor  will  have  high-quality,  permanent 
service  to  downtown.  The  service  will  be  completely 
accessible  to  mobility-impaired  riders. 

While  similar  to  trolley  buses  used  in  Watertown, 
Belmont  and  Cambridge  which  have  provided  high- 
quality,  reliable  service  for  over  50  years,  the  new 
vehicles  have  substantially  higher  capacity  and  re- 
semble state-of-the-art  light  rail  vehicles  with  rubber 
tires.  Essentially  buses  that  run  on  overhead  electric 
power,  trolley  buses  will  provide  service  equal  to  rail 
transit  without  the  tracks  and  railbed  in  the  street. 


•  Dudley  Square  to  downtown  in  20  minutes 

•  Quiet,  smooth  operation 

•  No  diesel  bus  fumes 

•  New  high-capacity,  accessible  vehicles 

•  Permanent  service  that  can  be  implemented 
relatively  quickly 

•  They  will  enhance  the  character  of  the 
reconstructed  street  by  not  being  an  intrusion 

•  Service  can  be  expanded  to  enter  the  subway  in 
the  future 

Washington  Street  will  be  reconstructed,  land- 
scaped and  improved  as  a  result  of  the  project  and  a 


Trolley  buses,  unlike  regular  diesel  buses,  are  capable     high-quality  transportation  system  will  be  running  in 
ofoD^ting  in  the  subway.  the  corridor.  Temporary  bus  service  will  continue  to 

run  during  the  reconstruction  of  Washington  Street. 
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Where  will  the  service  go? 

Dudley  Square  to  Downtown  Crossing  in  20  minutes 


Trolley  buses  will  run  along  Washington  Street,  just 
like  conventional  buses,  from  a  new  station  in  Dudley 
Square.  There  will  be  12  stops  with  shelters  along  the 
street.  The  trolley  buses  will  follow  the  same  route  as 
the  Route  49  bus,  but  will  make  a  loop  just  before  the 
Lafayette  Place  mall  at  Downtown  Crossing  and  will 
return  to  the  South  End  and  Dudley  Square  on  Wash- 
ington Street.  Washington  Street  will  become  two 


way  for  trolley  buses  only  in  the  stretch  from  Avenue 
de  Lafayette  to  Kneeland  Street. 

The  trolley  bus  service  will  provide  connections 
with  a  free  transfer  to  the  Orange  Line  at  New  Eng- 
land Medical  Center,  Chinatown,  and  Downtown 
Crossing  stations;  the  Green  Line  at  Park  Street  and 
Boylston  stations;  and  the  Red  Line  at  Park  Street  and 
Downtown  Crossing  stations. 


Washington  Street  will  be  Reconstructed 


Washington  Street  today. 

Washington  Street  in  many  locations  is  a  wide  street  that  has  the  potential  to 
be  improved  to  accommodate  pedestrians,  trolley  buses,  bicycles,  and  cars  in 
a  pleasant  environment. 
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MUTA  trolley  bus  on  a  street  with  apartments  and  stores. 

Implementation  of  trolley  bus  service  will  initiate  reconstruction  and  land- 
scaping of  Washington  Street. 


Washington  Street  Replacement/Transit  Improvement  Project 


The  MBTA  plans  to  run  trolley  buses,  also  called  trackless  trolleys,  on  Washington  Street  and 
has  submitted  documents  to  the  State  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  (EOEA)  for 
review  and  comment.  The  service  would  use  new,  high-capacity,  wheelchair-accessible  trolley 
buses  and  would  run  every  4  minutes  at  rush  hour  from  Dudley  Square  to  Lafayette  Place  mall  at 
Downtown  Crossing,  making  12  stops  along  Washington  Street.  Free  transfers  to  the  Green, 
Orange,  and  Red  lines  will  be  available.  Trolley  buses  returning  to  the  South  End  and  Dudley 
Square  would  run  on  Washington  Street,  utilizing  an  existing,  but  unused,  counter-flow  bus-only 
lane  between  Avenue  de  Lafayette  and  Kneeland  Street. 

There  will  be  two  identical  meetings  at  which  the  public  and  agencies  can  hear  about  the 
proposed  trolley  bus  service: 

Thursday,  November  8, 1990, 7:00  p.m.  and 
Friday,  November  9, 1990,  2:00  p.m. 
State  Transportation  Building,  second  floor 
10  Park  Plaza,  Boston 

Copies  of  the  Environmental  Notification  Form  (ENF)  describing  the  project  in  detail  may  be 
obtained  before  the  meeting  by  calling  722-3489.  The  review  period  is  limited,  and  comments 
on  the  proposed  trolley  bus  service  must  be  submitted  to  the  State  Executive  Office  of  Environ- 
mental Affairs.  Any  comments  submitted  in  writing  will  be  considered  by  EOEA  when  it  inves- 
tigates the  project  to  determine  whether  additional  environmental  analysis  and  documentation 
must  be  done  before  the  project  can  proceed. 

Please  send  written  comments  to: 


Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  St.,  20th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02202 
Attn:  MEPA  Unit  file  no.  8464 

If  you  have  questions  about  the  project  or  need  more  information,  please  call  262-4354, 
722-3366,  or  722-3489. 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  UBRARj;, 


3  9999  06315  871  9 


When  will  it  happen? 

start  construction  1991 
Trolley  bus  service  begins  1993 

First  Project:  Trolley  bus  service  can  be  built 
quickly  so  that  service  can  be  implemented  in  a  short 
time.  Improvements  to  Washington  Street-total  re- 
construction and  landscaping-will  take  place  quickly 
as  part  of  this  first  project. 

Design  of  the  trolley  bus  service  and  street  will 
begin  after  the  State's  public  hearing  on  the  proposed 
service,  public  review,  and  approval  by  the  State's  Ex- 
ecutive Office  of  Environmental  Affairs,  expected 
before  the  end  of  1990. 

Second  Project:  The  MBTA  plans  to  expand  the 
service  in  the  future,  running  trolley  buses  into  a  new 
station  under  the  Green  Line  at  Boylston  station.  This 
second  project  could  become  part  of  a  new  service  to 
the  fast-growing  South  Boston  piers  area.  If  this 
service  is  implemented,  trolley  buses  from  Dudley 
Square  would  enter  a  new  station  under  Boylston 
station  on  the  Green  Line  instead  of  continuing  down- 
town. Then,  they  would  continue  to  South  Station  and 
the  World  Trade  Center  and  Boston  Marine  Industrial 
Park  in  a  new  tunnel. 


Trolley  bus  service  from  Dudley  Square  along  Washington  Slrcct 
(first  project)  will  make  a  loop  at  Lafayette  Place  mall  and  return 
via  Washington  Street.  Free  transfers  will  be  available  for  the 
Red,  Green,  and  Orange  lines. 
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New  Trolley  Bus  Service/ 

Washington  Street  Reconstruction: 

Steps  to  Completion 

•  Public  notice  of  MBTA's  proposed 
trolley  bus  service 

•  Public  review  and  comment  period 

•  Public  meeting  on  proposed  trolley  bus  project 

•  State  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  approval 

•  Design  Washington  Street  and  trolley  bus  service 

•  Public  review  of  design 

•  Implementation  of  trolley  bus  service 
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MBTA  Constnjction  Directorate  - 

10  Park  Plaza,  Room  6720.        „    ,,  ^  1,1  ^  urf' 
Boston,  MA  02116     ,„     Vv  V^l      ^      ^^  ^ 


Ting-Fun  Yeh 

BRA 

One   City   Hall   Plaza 

Boston,    MA      02201 


Para  informacion  en  espafiol,  llame  a  722-3366. 


What  will  it  look  like? 


Dudley  Station  will  be  rebuilt  and  will  accommodate  the  buses  that 
now  serve  the  station  and  the  replacement  service  trolley  buses. 


South  End:  Washington  Street  will  be  rebuilt  and  landscaped.  Parts 
of  sidewalks  will  be  built  out  at  intersections  to  make  boarding  easier 
and  safer  for  all  passengers  including  those  with  physical  disabilities. 


In  South  Cove,  trolley  buses  will  run  on  Washington  Street.  Later, 
they  could  use  an  old  tunnel  under  Tremont  Street  and  enter  a  new 
station  under  the  Green  Line  at  Boylston  station. 


Governor  Michael  S.  Dukakis  •  Secretary  of  Transportation  Frederick  P.  Salvucci  •  MBTA  General  Manager  Thomas  P.  Glynn 
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